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Institute of Education 

Ada Byron King Building 
School of Social Sciences 

Nottingham Trent University 
 Clifton Campus 

NG11 8NS 
Direct Tel: + 44 (0) 115 84 extn 83315 

 

April 2020 

Calling all Winning & Highly Commended Foyle Young Poets  

2012 – 2019 

Dear Young Poets 
We would like to tell you about our exciting new research project, Young Poets’ Stories, and to invite you to 

consider taking part. You are being sent this information because you have been a winning/highly commended 

entrant in the Foyle Young Poets of the Year during 2012-2019. We do hope our project interests you and that it will 

benefit future young poets. 

About the research 

Young Poets’ Stories is a research project led by poets and researchers Sue Dymoke and Anthony Wilson. It is 

funded by the Foyle Foundation with support from our two universities (Nottingham Trent University and the 

University of Exeter). During the next two years we are investigating a rarely explored aspect of poetry writing 

development: the potential impact of mentoring opportunities on young poets (aged 11 – 30) who were award-

winning and/or highly commended entrants in The Foyle Young Poets of the Year 2012-2019 i.e. writers like 

you.....  

We would like to capture the development of these poets in the early stages of their writing, after success in the 

competition. We plan to do so through interviews and discussions of examples of the poets’ writing with thirty 

young poets along with observations of a separate group of poets. We want to write a series of case studies and 

web-based resources which will add to what is known about poetry writing theory and the practice of mentoring 

young writers. We hope these new understandings gleaned from our research will directly benefit young writers 

including many young people who may be unaware of the significant opportunities that the Foyle Young Poets 

Award could offer them. 

Where do you come in? 

If you are a young writer who has either won or received a highly commended award in The Foyle Young Poets of the 

Year during 2012-2019 we would like you to register your interest in taking part in our research. 

What would taking part in this research project involve? 

You would take part in two interviews about your poetry and your development as a writer with either Sue Dymoke 

or Anthony Wilson. We have both worked with young people and researched poetry writing for many years. If you 

would like to know more about us as researchers and poets please look at the links to our webpages at the end of 

this letter. The two interviews would be held by Skype in 2020 and by Skype or face-to-face in 2021 depending on 
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what is most convenient for you. (One interview would be held in May – August 2020 and one in 2021.) Each 

interview would be audio-recorded and last approximately 45 minutes. With your permission, we may also take 

photographs or ask for a copy of writing that you share with us. If you are under 18, your parent/carer may opt to sit 

in on your interview.  

Your interviews would be transcribed, anonymised, kept confidential and stored securely both during and after the 

project. Comments from your interviews may be used in the final project report and other publications such as web 

pages, research articles and guidance materials for future young competitors, teachers and mentors. 

• If you are over 18 and would like to participate please complete and submit the registration of interest form 

below by April 30th 2020 or sooner if possible. 

• If you are under 18, you must discuss this project with your parent or carer and ask them to complete and 

submit the registration of interest form below on your behalf by April 30th  2020 or sooner if possible. 

What happens once I have registered my interest? 

Sue and Anthony will look at all the registration forms and select 30 young poets. As we want to capture the 

experiences of a wide variety of young writers living across the UK and internationally, the group of 30 will be as 

diverse as possible. Their identities and all other personal information about each individual (and their parent/carer) 

will be kept confidential and securely stored. We will then contact everyone who has registered, thank them for 

their interest and let them know if we would like to include them in our sample group.  

What happens next? 

If you are included in our potential sample group, you (and your parent/carer if you are U18) will receive a detailed 

information sheet about the research. If you decide that you want to take part, you will be asked to complete a short 

informed consent form which will outline your rights as a participant and our responsibilities to you as researchers. 

You will have time to ask further questions about the project too. If, after signing up, you later decide that you want 

to withdraw from the project you will have the right to do so. Your decision will have no impact on you, your writing 

or any future entries that you might make to the Foyle Young Poets Award. 

How might you benefit if you participate in Young Poets’ Stories? 

No financial rewards or gifts are on offer but you will have our considerable thanks! There may be other non-

monetary benefits for you or other young writers. For example, you will: 

• have two interview opportunities to think about and discuss how your writing is developing. These in–depth 

reflections could have a long or short-term impact on your writing or have no impact at all; 

• also explore the mentoring that you have received, either on the winners Arvon course or in other forms. 

Your comments could benefit the support and guidance given to other young poets, the Foyle Young Poets 

Award and type of mentoring opportunities provided for young writers in the future.  

Thank you for reading this call for participants. If you would like to take part please complete the registration form 

below (or ask your parent/carer to do so if you are under 18). Email your form to sue.dymoke@ntu.ac.uk and keep a 

copy of it for your own reference. 

We are looking forward to hearing your Young Poets’ Stories.                     

With best wishes and thanks 

   Dr Sue Dymoke and Dr Anthony Wilson 

https://www.ntu.ac.uk/staff-profiles/social-sciences/sue-dymoke  

http://suedymokepoetry.com 

http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/index.php?web_id=anthony_wilson 
 
https://anthonywilsonpoetry.com/ 

 

mailto:sue.dymoke@ntu.ac.uk
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/staff-profiles/social-sciences/sue-dymoke
http://suedymokepoetry.com/
http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/education/staff/profile/index.php?web_id=anthony_wilson
https://anthonywilsonpoetry.com/
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Young Poets’ Stories: Registration form (over 18s)  
 

I have read the details about the research project and would like to be considered as a potential participant.  

Your name: 

Your contact email address: 

Your mobile number: 

Your age at 1st Feb 2020:   (You need to be under 30 on 1st Feb 2020.) 

 

1) In which years did you enter the Foyle Young Poets between 2012-2019 and in which years were you highly 

commended or in the top 15 winning entries.  

Years  √ if 

entered 

√ if highly 

commended 

√ if winner Title(s) of poem(s) 

2012     

2013     

2014     

2015     

2016     

2017     

2018     

2019     

 

1) Name and address of the school that you attended when you were first a winner or highly commended?  

 

2) When you first won or were commended did:  

a) you send your entry independently?  √ or x 

b) your teacher or someone else send in your entry? √ or x 

c) you enter with other young writers in your class or group? √ or x 

3) How would you define your gender? 

4) How would you describe your ethnicity?  

Please note that all personal data you provide on this registration form will be stored securely and confidentially in 
line with GDPR. It will only be accessed by the research team during the project. Non participants’ data will destroyed 
by 1st April 2022. Participants’ data will be stored securely under closed access for 10 years and then destroyed.   
 
Thank you for completing this form. Please save it and send it to sue.dymoke@ntu.ac.uk We will be in touch in early 
May 2020 so please look out for a message from Sue in your email inbox.  

 

mailto:sue.dymoke@ntu.ac.uk
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Young Poets’ Stories: Registration form (under 18s – for completion by parent or carer)  
I have read the details about the research project and have discussed these with my young poet. We would 

like them to be considered as a potential participant.  

Parent/carer’s name: 

Parent/carer’s contact email address: 

Parent/carer’s mobile number: 

Name of young poet: 

Poet’s age at 1st Feb 2020:  

1) In which years did the young poet enter the Foyle Young Poets between 2012-2019 and in which years were 

they highly commended or in the top 15 winning entries.  

Years  √ if 

entered 

√ if highly 

commended 

√ if 

winner 

Title(s) of poem(s) 

2012     

2013     

2014     

2015     

2016     

2017     

2018     

2019     

 

2) Name and address of the school that the young poet attended when they were first a winner or highly 

commended?  

 

3) When they first won or were commended did:  

a. they send in their entry independently?  √ or x 

b. their teacher or someone else send in their entry? √ or x 

c. they enter with other young writers in their class or group? √ or x 

4) How would the young poet want to define their gender? 

5) How would the young poet want to describe their ethnicity?  

Please note that all personal data you provide on this registration form will be stored securely and confidentially in 
line with GDPR. It will only be accessed by the research team during the project. Non participants’ data will destroyed 
by 1st April 2022. Participants’ data will be stored securely under closed access for 10 years and then destroyed.  
 
Thank you for completing this form. Please save it and send it to sue.dymoke@ntu.ac.uk   We will be in touch by 
early May 2020 so please look out for a message from Sue in your email inbox. 

mailto:sue.dymoke@ntu.ac.uk

